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Disabilities
 “Family Life Goes on: Disability in Contemporary Families is an article written by Anne F. Farrell and Gloria L. Krahn and is about the views of disabilities in families and how they are affected. The authors aim at giving insights and more information on research concerning disabilities in families. They start by acknowledging that disability is part of life in contemporary families and the data on such is narrow and inadequate. Anne and Krahn quote on an article by Altman and Blackwell which contains information on the status of disability in the United States. Their research shows that 43% of households with aged people (65 years and above) have family members who are disabled (Farrell & Krahn, 2014, pp. 3). I think this is true for many families because age is associated with disabilities such as hearing, walking and seeing. According to Farrell & Krahn, poverty is a characteristic of families with disabilities in comparison with the general population. This shows that poverty determines the quality of life and health of people (Farrell & Krahn, 2014, pp. 3).
In their article, Farrell & Krahn state that disability is a universal aspect of life and that despite most families having stress, they are resilient (Farrell & Krahn, 2014, pp. 7). They celebrate the knowledge of disabilities in families. Generally Farrell and Krahn present a series of research done by different authors concerning the topic of disabilities. Most of the study was about issues such as poverty and disability, sibling’s contact, how prenatal testing prepares parents and the negative impact on the health of parents for raising children with disabilities.
In the article, four challenges are pointed out on the knowledge of disability. First, there is the need to expand publication outlets which will serve as forums for research and dialogue on disability in families. Secondly is the need for family scholars to intentionally include disability concerns into the present family life. Thirdly, is the need for a more diverse research portfolio which will develop the understanding of how disability is part of life (Farrell & Krahn, 2014, pp. 7). The last challenge is the difficulty in infusing disability and in a more meaningful way into both graduate and undergraduate curricula in many disciplines (Farrell & Krahn, 2014, pp. 8).
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